This article was originally published as a weekly Shabbat message on
Day 8 of Month 6 on the Creator’s Calendar, otherwise known as
August 22, 2026, on the Roman calendar.

At the moment, we are counting down to Month 7 and the conclusion
of the annual cycle of the Appointed Times in that very special
Sabbath Month.

The number seven speaks of completion, and those who follow
Yahushua should be looking at how He “completes” the four unique
rehearsals in that very special Sabbath Month.



Not only that, we should be considering our roles as priests
throughout this process.

Not as Levitical priests serving in a Temple built by men, but rather
in a House that is being constructed through the Covenant renewed
by Yahushua.

I remember when 1 first started on this Torah journey, I had to
contend with my lifelong Christian indoctrination that the Law had
been abolished.

[ then understood that the Torah was instruction for righteous living
and that [ needed to obey those instructions that applied to me. Since
YHWH does not change, neither do His instructions for a set-apart
people. In fact, the only things that do change are the circumstances
involving His people, due to their behavior.

With that understanding, I began to look into the Torah
Commandments that applied to me. I looked at the Sabbath, which
really didn’t involve many Commandments at all, but I had to
distinguish between Rabbinic tradition and actual commandments.

[ had to scrutinize all of the Commandments like that.

For instance, when celebrating Succot, I was confronted with some
daunting Jewish traditions concerning how my succa should be
constructed. How many sides should it have? What should the roof be
made of? Did I have to see the stars at night? What about windows?
The Rabbinic requirements seem endless. Whenever [ was in
Jerusalem, I had to explain to Jewish people why my Succa was not
rabbinically “kosher.”



All of these experiences were invaluable to me and helped me
understand the Pharisaic religious spirit that Yahushua was
confronting.

[ eventually came across a chart like the one below.

Everyone
Men
Women

Re. Marriage — 48

Re. Servants

Farmers

Re. Living
in the Land

Re. Animals

Lepers © &
Sovereigns —
Judges —
Kohen Ha'Gadol
Kohenim

It gave me a visual of what I was expected to obey - which
commandments applied to me.

Well, I wasn’t a king or a leper or a woman, so I can scratch those off
the list.

I then started to further scrutinize and examine the various
categories of instructions, and noticed that nearly a third of them
apply to priests.

Well, I wasn’t a priest, so I could scratch those off my required list.
Phew!

But wait a minute. Was that really accurate?



What about the statement found in Exodus?

“> Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My
covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people;
for all the earth is Mine. ¢ And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation.” These are the words which you shall speak to the
children of Yisrael.” Exodus 19:5-6

Now remember that this statement was made before the Ten Words
were uttered, before the Covenant ceremony that followed on the
Mountain and, most significantly, before the golden calf event.

So, as it turns out, the people needed to obey, and if they did, they
would be a Kingdom of Priests. As such, they needed to be sanctified
- set apart.

That is why Moses told them to sanctify themselves.

“10 Then YHWH said to Moses, Go to the people and consecrate them
today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes. 11 And let them
be ready for the third day. For on the third day YHWH will come down
upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 2 You shall set bounds
for the people all around, saying, Take heed to yourselves that you do
not go up to the mountain or touch its base. Whoever touches the
mountain shall surely be put to death. 13 Not a hand shall touch him, but
he shall surely be stoned or shot with an arrow; whether man or beast,
he shall not live.” When the shofar sounds long, they shall come near the
mountain.” Exodus 19:10-13

All of the people were being set apart as priests.
Yisrael was a people called out from the Nation of Egypt. They were a

set-apart people, called out to be a kingdom of priests. The firstborn
elders of the tribes had been functioning as priests. They were the



ones who oversaw the slaughtering of the Passover Lambs in Egypt,
and they were the ones protected from death on the night of the
Passover.

Now, the people were all being prepared for priestly service.

There was no Levitical priesthood, only the Melchizedek order that
traced back to Adam.

When Yisrael arrived at the Mountain, the Melchizedek firstborn
were the ones who assisted Moses as he instructed the people to be
set apart

“21 And YHWH said to Moses, Go down and warn the people, lest they
break through to gaze at YHWH, and many of them perish. 22 Also let
the priests who come near YHWH consecrate themselves, lest YHWH
break out against them. 22 But Moses said to YHWH, The people cannot
come up to Mount Sinai; for You warned us, saying, Set bounds around
the mountain and consecrate it. 2 Then YHWH said to him, Away! Get
down and then come up, you and Aaron with you. But do not let the
priests and the people break through to come up to YHWH, lest He
break out against them. 25 So Moses went down to the people and spoke
to them.” Exodus 19:21-25

These references are often overlooked, but a recognized priesthood
existed when they arrived at Mount Sinai. They were likely the same
ones we talked about weeks ago - the seventy elders at the Covenant
Meal.

Remember that Moses went up after that event. He drew closer to
YHWH while the elders down below failed to keep watch over the
people. They failed to act as priests.



The word “priest” is “cohen” in Hebrew, and it refers to “one who
stands up for another and mediates in his cause.”

While Moses was functioning as a priest on the mountain, down
below there was no one to properly mediate for the children of
Yisrael, who demanded a feast and an idol.

That event led to the institution of the Levitical priesthood to act on
behalf of the firstborn.

But that was not a permanent solution, and it was apparent from the
start. We know that Aaron was implicated in the golden calf event.
Indeed, he is the only named party, yet he was given the position of
High Priest.

Clearly, this priesthood is imperfect and would need something
better. That is why Yahushua came to restore the Melchizedek order
as the Firstborn of YHWH.

In the meantime, the implementation of the Levitical line was meant
to teach us. They were given specific instructions for a purpose. Those
priests were meant to teach the people, who were originally
supposed to be the priests.

So the Commands given to the Levites are there for us to learn from
as well. The Levites represented the firstborn until the firstborn were
restored to their intended role.

Once we understand this important pattern, it would behoove us all
to not only explore what the Scriptures say about priests but also to
examine what priests actually did in the ancient world.

Remember that YHWH was supposed to be the King, and the Priests
would mediate between YHWH and the people.



They didn’t just serve in the Temple - they lived among the people.

“ And YHWH spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan across
from Jericho, saying: 2 Command the children of Yisrael that they give
the Levites cities to dwell in from the inheritance of their possession,
and you shall also give the Levites common-land around the cities. 3
They shall have the cities to dwell in; and their common-land shall be
for their cattle, for their herds, and for all their animals. # The common-
land of the cities which you will give the Levites shall extend from the
wall of the city outward a thousand cubits all around. > And you shall
measure outside the city on the east side two thousand cubits, on the
south side two thousand cubits, on the west side two thousand cubits,
and on the north side two thousand cubits. The city shall be in the
middle. This shall belong to them as common-land for the cities. ¢ Now
among the cities which you will give to the Levites you shall appoint six
cities of refuge, to which a manslayer may flee. And to these you shall
add forty-two cities. 7 So all the cities you will give to the Levites shall
be forty-eight; these you shall give with their common-land. & And the
cities which you will give shall be from the possession of the children of
Yisrael; from the larger tribe you shall give many, from the smaller you
shall give few. Each shall give some of its cities to the Levites, in
proportion to the inheritance that each receives.” Numbers 35:1-8

So, there were 48 cities in all, including six “sanctuary cities,” which
were cities of refuge. They lived among the tribes, according to the
population density.

This hints at how Yisrael would later live among the Nations as
priests.

And it is important to recognize that the priests did not just offer
sacrifices in the Tabernacle or the Temple. The priests would go to
people’s homes, inspect them, and act as healers.



The Temple was a sort of hospital where people came for cleansing
and instruction of purity. It was an apothecary for creating oils,
ointments, herbs, and incense.

It was an academy where they maintained a library, copied scrolls,
and kept genealogical records.

It was a bank. They coined money and kept meticulous accounting
records. It was a butchery, a bakery, and so much more.

The Priests needed to clean the House, repair the House, guard the
House, and keep the House operational 24/7. They praised and
worshipped by singing and playing instruments. They were skilled
artisans in many areas like metallurgy, woodworking, and fabrics.

And they brought these skills and knowledge with them to their cities
and taught the people how to be set apart.

Can you start to see how your time in exile has been a preparation for
your place in the Kingdom? What are the unique skills that you bring
with you?

The Priests taught people, and they were also judges. Consider the
following:

“Then the priests, the sons of Levi, shall come forward, for YHWH your
Elohim has chosen them to minister to Him and to bless in the name of
YHWH, and by their word every dispute and every assault shall be
settled.” Deuteronomy 21:5

They were the original leadership and government of Yisrael. They
would assemble the people for war and encourage them before the
battle.



“I When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see horses and
chariots and people more numerous than you, do not be afraid of them;
for YHWH your Elohim is with you, who brought you up from the land
of Egypt. 2 So it shall be, when you are on the verge of battle, that the
priest shall approach and speak to the people. 3 And he shall say to
them, Hear, O Yisrael: Today you are on the verge of battle with your
enemies. Do not let your heart faint, do not be afraid, and do not tremble
or be terrified because of them; 4 for YHWH your Elohim is He who goes
with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.”
Deuteronomy 20:1-4

The priests did a lot, until the people asked for a king after the failure
of Eli and his sons. They then had to adjust their role to accommodate
a king.

Well, as I mentioned at the beginning, many of us have been
conditioned to function in religious systems that operate separate
and apart from the Nations that we dwell in.

But that’s not how the Kingdom operates.

The Kingdom is our entire existence and service. There is no duality
in the Kingdom, and that is one of the most difficult things for people
to contend with. It is why Christian Nationalism is such a deception
and a distraction.

Christian Nationalists seek to promote their religious zealotry using
the power of the State, but remember that the Priests would
accompany Yisrael into battle, carrying the Ark, which represented
the Throne of Elohim.



It wasn'’t the Ark itself, though. Only when YHWH was seated on the
Throne would He fight for His people. The Priests confidently walked
into the battle when YHWH was with them.

And this is another important distinction. It is critical to understand
that the Kingdom operated with YHWH as the King, and the Priests
essentially administered the Kingdom.

I was raised in Sunday School hearing stories about King David and
Solomon, but that was not the original plan, or the ideal.

Yisrael was intended to be a Kingdom of Priests with YHWH as the
King. Not a man.

Prior to the golden calf, the firstborn Melchizedek were allowed in the
presence of Elohim up on the Mountain during the original wedding
ceremony. After the golden calf incident, those firstborn were
represented by the Levites.

So, this is how the priests would function and serve when YHWH
dwelt with His people in a tent or a Temple.

Remember that after the resurrection of Yahushua, many of the
priests became followers of Yahushua.

“And the word of Elohim continued to increase, and the number of the
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the
priests became obedient to the faith.” Acts 6:7

I wonder how they adapted their service while the Temple was still
standing. | can imagine that they would be in a unique position to tell
the people how Yahushua filled the patterns of their service and the
Temple.



Indeed, it makes sense that many of them would believe after they
heard the testimony regarding Yahushua. Some of them likely saw the
evidence when lepers would arrive at the Temple, cleansed, making
the appropriate offering.

Remember this event?

“I When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes
followed Him. 2 And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying,
Master, if You are willing, You can make me clean. 3 Then Yahushua
put out His hand and touched him, saying, I am willing; be cleansed.”
Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. + And Yahushua said to him, See
that you tell no one; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and
offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” Matthew
8:1-4

What if Yahushua told all the lepers He healed to do this? I think that
He probably did.

Can you imagine what that would have done to the Levites who had
been rehearsing these things and needed to assist the healed lepers
in following the very intricate instructions concerning a healed
leper?! That was like a shofar blast to them that the Messiah had
arrived.

So the Levites who believed in Yahushua had to adapt their service to
their new understanding of the renewed Covenant, and then after the
Temple was destroyed, they had some significant changes. What
now?

That, of course, was one of the primary lessons in the text of Hebrews
and the Revelation of Yahushua.

1 See Leviticus 14:1-32



How would the priesthood of YHWH continue to function after the
destruction of the Temple? And who were the priests under the
renewed Covenant? It was a real paradigm shift for many.

It is critical to understand that the priesthood could only function
through a renewed Covenant. This is where most Christian Zionists
g0 awry.

They believe that a people calling themselves Jewish can restart a
Levitical Priesthood and rebuild the Temple under the previously
broken Covenant. They are essentially ignoring everything that
Yahushua said and did.

They are wrong. The priesthood has been transferred to the
Melchizedek, which operates not in a temple built by men, but in and
amongst the Nations, and that is what we glean from the very first
portion of Revelation.

Of course, Peter was reiterating that truth when he quoted Exodus
19:5-6 and applied it to those in the Covenant renewed by Yahushua.

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His
own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 1 Peter 2:9

And who did he write that to?

“1 Peter, an apostle of Messiah Yahushua, To the pilgrims of the
Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 elect
according to the foreknowledge of Elohim the Father, in sanctification
of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Messiah
Yahushua.” 1 Peter 1:1-2



The word “pilgrims” is “parepidemos” in Greek. It refers to a
sojourner or a stranger — a person residing in a country not their own.
So, Peter is specifically writing to a people in dispersion, who have
been set apart and sprinkled with the blood of Yahushua

That sprinkling parallels the sprinkling of blood during the Covenant
ceremony involving Moses at the Mountain.

“6 And Moses took half the blood and put it in basins, and half the blood
he sprinkled on the altar. 7 Then he took the Scroll of the Covenant and
read in the hearing of the people. And they said, All that YHWH has said
we will do, and be obedient. 8 And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on
the people, and said, This is the blood of the covenant which YHWH has
made with you according to all these words.” Exodus 24:6-8

Again, remember that this sprinkling occurred before the golden calf
and the institution of the Levitical priesthood. Those people who
were sprinkled by the blood were supposed to be a Nation of Priests.

We know that the plan later changed.

Peter is now referring to the dispersed people in the Renewed
Covenant as Yisrael. They are a Nation of Priests.

Of course, there was the reference in Revelation that we looked at
several weeks ago - “and made us a kingdom, priests to His Elohim and
Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
Revelation 1:6

Again, that’s Yisrael.
But that's not the only text that talks about us being priests. There is

another. Remember the 24 elders in Revelation and the connection
made with the 24 priestly courses in the Temple.



“> And one of the elders said to me, Weep no more; behold, the Lion of
the tribe of Yahudah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can
open the scroll and its seven seals. © And between the throne and the
four living creatures and among the elders [ saw a Lamb standing, as
though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which
are the seven spirits of Elohim sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went
and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the
throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and
the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp,
and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the set apart
ones. ° And they sang a new song, saying, Worthy are you to take
the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your
blood you ransomed people for Elohim from every tribe and
language and people and nation, 1° and you have made them a
kingdom and priests to our Elohim, and they shall reign on the
earth. 11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living
creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads
of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice,
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing! 13 And I heard
every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, saying, To Him who sits on the throne and
to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and
ever! 14 And the four living creatures said, Amen! and the elders fell
down and worshiped.” Revelation 5:5-14

Consider the new song and the description of the people who are in
the Kingdom of Priests. They are the ransomed ones, the redeemed,
from every tribe and language and people and nation. That’s a lot of
priests!

And they will reign on the Earth.



That's not really the destiny that I was taught in Christianity. I was
told that I needed to be saved so that I could go to heaven.

So much for going to heaven and floating on a cloud while strumming
a harp all day. That does not seem to be our destiny. Instead, it
appears that we will come before the throne to worship, but we still
have work to do here on earth.

And how about this passage?

“4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the
authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had
been beheaded for the testimony of Yahushua and for the word of
Elohim, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and
had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came
to life and reigned with Messiah for a thousand years. > The rest of the
dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is
the first resurrection. ¢ Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the
first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they
will be priests of Elohim and of Messiah, and they will reign with him
for a thousand years.” Revelation 20:4-6

[ was taught about the resurrection, and I always knew that [ wanted
to be resurrected. But again, | was never told that it was about
reigning as a priest. And even if [ heard that, no one ever taught me
how to prepare for that future destiny.

So there is something very important about this revelation that we
are priests, and if we are serious about this Covenant journey, then
we should be preparing for where it leads us - a kingdom of Priests.

[ was raised in a Christian denomination that had Pastors and
Deacons, but not priests.



I was aware of some denominations that specifically had clergy called
priests, primarily Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, and some
Lutheran and Old Catholic denominations. In these denominations,
the priests are essentially ordained to administer sacraments.

I wouldn’t have the time or the space to distinguish these Christian
priestly positions from the official positions of Reverends and pastors
in other denominations.

The primary observation is that almost every Christian denomination
had a church structure with official positions. They generally went to
seminary, received training, and earned a salary. They were paid
professionals within a religious construct.

Those Christian denominations were independent of one another and
separate from the government.

In fact, these denominations and churches typically had their own
form of government tailored and limited specifically to their
institutions.

So there is a separation and distinction in Christianity between titled
officials and everyone else. Most “common Christians,” referred to as
“the laity,” are specifically not designated as priests.

Priests are the few, and most people are ingrained with the notion
that they are not priests. As aresult, I was not equipped to understand
what it meant to be a priest, despite those very specific “revelations”
contained in the Scriptures.

Instead, I was taught how to be a member of a church.

Can you see the problem here?



Member of a Christian denomination that exists in tandem with a
secular government versus a priest in a Kingdom. These are two very
different paths.

[ was taught that I practiced my religious beliefs by attending services
in a particular building. I was trained to arrive on time, sit down and
stand up when I was told, follow the program, and pay my tithe.

Nobody ever told me that [ was destined to be a priest. Never.

Yet that was an issue given much attention in the text of Hebrews. It
specifically focused on Yahushua being our High Priest, and if we have
a High Priest in a covenant relationship, then that must make us
priests. Especially if that Covenant is for a Kingdom of Priests.

This is why we must understand the paradigm shift from the
Assembly of Yisrael, from the former broken Covenant through the
Covenant renewed by Yahushua. That was the purpose of the text of
the Revelation. It was provided in order to help us understand this
transition of the priesthood from a physical temple to the Nations.

How many of us have been prepared to function in any of these roles
while attending church?

Likely, very few.

This is a subject that deserves much more attention. Indeed, it
probably should consume most of our time and energy because being
a priest is not just a hobby or a part-time job. It's a position in the
eternal Kingdom.

Rather than just reading my messages, as a community, it would be
fun if some of you shared with me what you believe it means to be a
priest.



I welcome your comments and would like to share them with our
community in upcoming messages.

So, as we proceed toward the Appointed Times of Month Seven, let us
approach them with a fresh understanding that we are not just
passive participants in holidays, but rather Priests in service of the
eternal King.

Berakhot

Todd
www.shemayisrael.net
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2027 Shavuot Trip

I'm happy to report that the plans for Shavuot at the Mountain are
finalized and people are free to start booking. We will be retracing
Yisrael’s journey from the Red Sea Crossing to the Mountain of Elohim
then onward to the Jordan River crossing.

If you were unable to make the last trip, I hope you can join us on this
journey to the Mountain of Elohim and beyond. If you did join us on
the Passover trip, this could be considered Part Il as we travel from
the Red Sea Crossing site to the Mountain where we will spend time
in an Camp, just like the Yisraelites. (Well, not exactly. We will have
access to bathrooms and a shower.) We will be spending several days
camping at the Mountain, exploring, remembering, and celebrating.

We will then continue on into Jordan and conclude at the Jordan River
crossing site. This trip will rehearse the trip that Yisrael took from
Egypt to the Promised Land.

Itis a unique faith journey, sure to be an amazing experience. So mark
your calendars if you are interested and go to the website to sign up!
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YouTube Channel

Many of these newsletters have been turned into audio/video
recordings. Check out our YouTube channel at the link below for a
variety of videos and teachings.




Donations

[ want to thank everyone who has donated in the past, and especially
those who send in funds regularly. It is a real help in keeping
everything going. We spend funds on various charity projects and
regularly print and mail books to prisoners, among other things. It
takes a lot of time to research and write the books and weekly
messages as well.

I hope that people have come to trust me as someone who is only
focused on getting the truth out. I'm not interested in marketing,
monetizing, or self-promotion.

I recently found a new and simple way for people to donate called
“Buymeacoffee.” If you find value in these messages, maybe consider

buying me a coffee :)

Some people have been using it, and it seems like a nice tool. Again,
my thanks to everyone who helps out!

The link is https://buymeacoffee.com/shemayisrael



Walk in the Light Series

For some people, this is a new site with new information. Shema
Yisrael Publications began with the twelve-part Walk in the Light
Series, which is at the foundation of the message of remembering,
returning, and restoring the relationship between man and Elohim. If
you have never read the series, it's a good place to begin your journey.

Walk in the Light Series

Shema Yisrael (Hear O Yisrael) are the words that Yahushua spoke
when asked what was the First Command.

“The first of all the Commandments is: ‘Hear, O Yisrael,
AYA41 our Elohim, AY4A4 is one.”
Mark 12:29

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”
Matthew 11:15



