
	

	
	
	
	
This	article	was	originally	prepared	as	a	weekly	Shabbat	message	on	
Day	20	of	Month	6	 on	 the	Creator’s	 calendar,	 otherwise	 known	as	
September	 13,	 2025	 on	 the	 Roman	 calendar	 that	 traces	 back	 to	
Babylonian	religious	traditions	and	the	worship	of	heavenly	hosts.	
	
In	 the	 previous	 message,	 we	 talked	 about	 the	 Mesopotamian	
connection	of	the	Creation	account	provided	to	the	children	of	Yisrael	
and	the	purposeful	allusions	to	the	Mesopotamian	creation	myths.	
	
hwhy	 specifically	 told	 the	 story	 to	 the	 children	 of	 Yisrael	 that	
connected	 them	 back	with	 the	 religious	 traditions	 of	 Sumer.	 They	
were	 likely	 familiar	with	 those	 traditions,	 although	 they	 had	 been	
immersed	in	an	Egyptian	sun-worshiping	culture.	
	
However,	they	needed	to	remember	where	they	originally	came	from	
–	Ur	of	the	Chaldeans,	located	in	southern	Mesopotamia.	
	



They	were	strangers	 invited	 to	dwell	 in	 the	Land	 if	 they	agreed	 to	
abide	by	the	terms	of	the	Covenant.	The	Land	never	belonged	to	them.	
No	deed	was	given	to	them.	It	was	more	like	a	lease	agreement,	and	
we	can	see	that	they	were	evicted	on	several	occasions	for	not	abiding	
by	the	terms	of	the	lease.	We	see	Yisraelites	captured	by	Assyrians,	
Babylonians,	Greeks,	and	Romans.		
	
The	Covenant	Land	was	later	conquered	by	Christians	and	Muslims	
and	 is	 now	 occupied	 by	 people	 who	 identify	 as	 being	 Jewish	 and	
Palestinians.	hwhy	is	not	currently	residing	with	any	of	them,	and	
their	rights	to	the	Land	are	without	merit.	
	
Of	course,	dwelling	 in	the	Land	was	only	part	of	the	reason	for	the	
Covenant.	Primarily,	 it	was	 to	 restore	mankind	 from	the	 fall	 in	 the	
Garden	and	the	rebellion	at	Babel.	That	is	why	hwhy	chose	a	man	
from	that	vicinity	to	fix	the	problem.	Remember	that	the	Garden	and	
the	Tower	of	Babel	were	both	located	in	Mesopotamia.	
	
The	people	of	Elohim	have	been	scattered	and	immersed	in	various	
cultures	throughout	time.	Even	though	these	cultures	have	changed,	
the	one	truth	is	that	hwhy	has	not	changed.	
	
That’s	why	it’s	important	to	remember	the	beginnings.	
	
It’s	important	for	us	to	understand	how	we	think	and	how	we’ve	been	
raised	 in	 these	 diverse	 cultures	 that	 are	 opposed	 to	 the	 ways	 of	
Elohim.	
	
Once	we	recognize	our	condition,	we	need	to	return,	and	that	is	the	
place	where	we	find	ourselves	every	day,	and	particularly	now	in	the	
cycle	of	the	Appointed	Times	as	we	are	approaching	the	concluding	
Appointed	Times	of	Month	7.	
	



As	we	walk	 through	 these	 rehearsals,	we	 are	 quickly	 approaching	
month	seven	and	the	appointed	time	of	Yom	Teruah.	
	
It	 is	 referred	 to	 as	 a	 day	 of	 remembrance	 –	Memorial	 Day.	While	
America	 celebrates	 Memorial	 Day	 in	 May,	 hwhy	 schedules	 a	
memorial	day	on	Day	1	of	Month	7.	

“23	 Then	hwhy	 spoke	 to	 Moses,	 saying,	 24	 Speak	 to	 the	 children	 of	
Yisrael,	saying:	‘In	the	seventh	month,	on	the	first	day	of	the	month,	you	
shall	have	a	sabbath-rest,	a	memorial	(Nwrkz)	of	blowing	(teruah),	a	holy	
convocation.	25	You	shall	do	no	customary	work	on	it;	and	you	shall	offer	
an	offering	made	by	fire	(hva)	to	hwhy.”	Leviticus	23:23-25	
	
So,	we	will	continue	our	journey	of	remembrance	and	expand	on	our	
discussion	from	last	week.	
	
We	understand	that	the	message	from	the	beginning	involves	a	House	
(b)	built	by	the	Son	(rb).	
	
The	process	began	with	creation,	culminating	in	the	“et-adam”	(ta-
mda).	The	adam	was	 taken	 from	 the	 “ground”	which	 is	 “adamah”	
(hmda)	in	Hebrew.	Both	of	these	words	can	refer	to	the	color	“red”	
(mda),	and	they	both	contain	the	Hebrew	word	for	“blood”	–	“dam”	
(md).	
	
So,	the	“soil	man”	called	“adam”	literally	means	red	and	also	“strength	
(a)	of	blood	(md).”	
	
Remember	 that	 the	ancient	 language	has	 incredible	messages.	The	
word	for	“people”	 is	“am”	(ma),	and	the	Hebrew	character	“dalet”	
(d)	represents	a	“door.”	It	is	interesting	to	note	that	the	name	shows	
a	 people	 (ma)	 surrounding	 the	 door	 (d).	 So,	 the	 creation	 of	 the	
adam	was	meant	to	produce	a	people	who	would	pass	through	the	
door	of	blood.	



	
Speaking	of	blood,	there	are	a	lot	of	people	being	distracted	by	a	red	
heifer	these	days.	They	are	looking	to	shed	the	blood	of	a	cow	when	
they	should	be	focused	on	the	blood	of	the	prophesied	ta-adam.	
	
They	need	to	understand	the	prophetic	revelation	provided	through	
the	 pattern	 of	 the	 ashes	 of	 the	 red	 heifer	 that	 involved	 waters	 of	
purification.	It’s	not	about	a	cow.	It’s	a	pattern	intended	to	instruct	us.	
	
“2	This	is	the	ordinance	of	the	Torah	which	hwhy	has	commanded,	
saying:	‘Speak	to	the	children	of	Yisrael,	that	they	bring	you	a	red	(hmda)	
heifer	without	blemish,	in	which	there	is	no	defect	and	on	which	a	yoke	
has	never	come	.	.	.	17	And	for	an	unclean	person	they	shall	take	some	of	
the	ashes	(rpo)	of	the	heifer	burnt	for	purification	from	sin,	and	running	
water	(Myyj Mym)	shall	be	put	on	them	in	a	vessel.”	Numbers	19:2	and	17	
	
The	Hebrew	word	for	ashes	“aphar”	(rpo)	can	also	be	defined	as	dust	
“aphar”	 (rpo),	 and	 the	 word	 “red”	 (hmda)	 is	 same	 word	 used	 for	
“ground”	(hmda).		
	
It	was	supposed	to	make	us	think	of	“adam”	(Mda)	and	the	creation	of	
man.	It	pointed	to	an	Adam	Who	would	purify	us	through	His	blood	
and	“living”	water.	Most	English	translations	state	“running	water,”	
but	it	is	literally	“living	water”	(Myyj Mym)	in	the	Hebrew.	
	
So,	we	shouldn’t	be	looking	for	a	red	cow	for	the	Jews	to	slaughter.	
We	 should	 be	 pointing	 them	 to	 the	 fulfillment	 of	 that	 prophetic	
sacrifice	that	occurred	outside	the	camp,	which	would	be	provided	by	
the	Promised	Son	of	Adam.	
	
That’s	 an	 issue	 that	 I	 addressed	 long	 ago	 in	 an	 article	 titled	 The	
Mystery	of	the	Red	Heifer.	That	can	be	found	on	the	shemayisrael.net	
website.	
	



I	won’t	digress	any	further,	but	I	hope	you	can	see	the	connections.	
	
The	woman	came	from	the	adam,	and	that	event	elaborates	not	on	the	
substance	of	dust,	but	now	includes	“flesh,”	which	is	“besar”	(rvb)	in	
Hebrew.	
	
Here	is	a	common	translation	that	we	are	all	familiar	with:	
	
“21	And	hwhy	Elohim	caused	a	deep	sleep	(hmdrt)	to	fall	on	Adam,	and	
he	slept;	and	He	took	one	of	his	ribs,	and	closed	up	the	flesh	in	its	place.	
22	Then	the	rib	which	hwhy	Elohim	had	taken	from	man	He	made	into	
a	woman,	and	He	brought	her	to	the	man.”	Genesis	2:21-22	
	
This	is	a	very	awkward	translation	that	tends	to	minimize	women	and	
has	been	used	by	misogynists	for	centuries.	
	
Notice	 that	 this	 event	 takes	 place	 while	 the	 adam	was	 in	 a	 “deep	
sleep,”	 referred	 to	as	 “tardemah”	 (hmdrt)	 in	Hebrew.	That	becomes	
significant	later	on	in	the	Covenant	path	and	points	to	the	fact	that	the	
man	has	nothing	to	do	with	this	new	Creation	that	comes	out	of	him.	
hwhy	 is	 still	 doing	 the	 creating,	 only	 not	 from	 dust	 or	 dirt,	 but	
rather	living,	breathing	flesh.	
	
Through	the	use	of	the	word	“tardemah”	(hmdrt),	there	is	also	the	hint	
of	death,	resurrection,	and	new	life	from	the	death	of	the	adam.	This	
is	not	REM	sleep.	It	refers	to	something	divine,	like	a	trance,	and	Adam	
was	unable	to	function	normally.	Again,	it	can	even	hint	to	death.	
	
It	is	also	important	to	note	that	the	text	does	not	refer	to	a	specific	
anatomical	feature	called	a	rib.	I	know	there	are	traditions	that	the	
woman	came	from	the	thirteenth	rib	of	the	man,	but	that	is	not	found	
in	the	Scriptures.	What	they	do	mention	is	his	“side.”	
	



The	Hebrew	word	for	“side”	is	“tzela“	(olx).	It	is	an	architectural	term	
that	can	mean	“side.”	 It	also	means	“chamber,”	 “board,”	 “plank,”	or	
even	“one	of	a	pair.” 
	
It’s	not	used	in	anatomical	settings	in	the	Scriptures,1	but	rather	in	
architectural	 descriptions	 involving	 “forming,”	 “building,”	 and	
“creating.”		
	
In	fact,	it	is	used	extensively	in	Exodus	25	through	38	when	referring	
to	the	design	and	construction	of	the	Tabernacle,	and	later	in	1	Kings	
6	when	referring	to	the	construction	of	the	Temple.	
	
Now	that’s	pretty	powerful	when	you	consider	that	the	formation	of	
the	woman	was	a	pattern	for	building	the	dwelling	place	of	hwhy	
Elohim,	which	ultimately	points	to	the	House	for	the	Son.	
	
We	 have	 already	 discussed	 “the	ta-adam”	 being	 “formed”	 from	
dust,	which	is	“aphar”	(rpo)	in	Hebrew.	
	
“And	hwhy	 Elohim	 formed	 the	ta-adam	of	 the	 dust	 (rpo)	 of	 the	
ground,	and	breathed	into	his	nostrils	the	breath	of	life;	and	the	adam	
became	a	living	being.”	Genesis	2:7	
	
The	Hebrew	word	for	“formed”	in	that	passage	is	“yatsar”	(rxi),	which	
can	mean	to	“mold”	or	to	“form.”	It’s	often	associated	with	pottery.	
	
Interestingly,	the	word	used	for	the	creation	of	the	woman	is	“banah”	
(hnb),	which	means	“build.”	Again,	it’s	a	construction	term	used	for	the	
woman.	And	before	you	start	building	something,	you	always	have	a	
plan	and	a	design.	
	

 
1 In Hosea 13:8, the Hebrew word “segor” (rwgs) is used to refer to the anatomical “rib.” 



While	 the	description	of	 the	adam	being	 formed	 from	dust	 sounds	
unique,	even	those	later	born	from	the	womb	of	a	woman	are	formed	
of	dust.		
	
As	we	discussed,	the	mention	of	“dust”	(aphar)	seems	to	be	more	of	
an	idiom	concerning	the	fact	that	man	is	mortal.	Dust	(aphar)	is	the	
smallest	 form	of	matter	 in	 the	 Scriptures,2	 and	 the	 end	 result	 of	 a	
burnt	offering.		
	
It	is	meant	to	instill	humility	in	us,	and	that	answers	the	question	from	
last	week.	We	are	all	mortal.	It	is	the	breath	of	Elohim	that	gives	us	
life.	And	do	you	remember	our	previous	discussion	regarding	the	first	
breath	that	a	child	takes	moments	after	being	born?		
	
What	a	miracle,	but	that	child	will	eventually	grow	old	and	die.	We	
need	something	more	 than	oxygen	 to	give	us	eternal	 life.	We	need	
more	to	become	more	than	dust.	We	need	to	be	transformed	and	built	
into	tabernacles	so	that	hwhy	Elohim	may	dwell	within	us.	
	
So,	all	of	this	is	an	archetype	to	point	us	to	something	greater.	These	
patterns	 are	 there	 to	 teach	us.	We	are	 supposed	 to	 consider	 these	
aspects	 of	 creation	 and	 explore	 the	 lessons	 that	 the	 Creator	 is	
revealing	through	His	handiwork.	
	
Just	 as	 the	 man	 was	 “formed”	 with	 a	 purpose,	 the	 woman	 was	
“designed”	and	uniquely	“built”	from	the	man,	not	for	the	man.	She	
was	intended	to	be	a	strong	partner	to	work	with	the	man.3	After	the	
“construction”	of	the	woman,	we	read:	
	
“23	And	Adam	said:	This	is	now	bone	of	my	bones	and	flesh	of	my	flesh;	
she	 shall	 be	 called	 Woman,	 because	 she	 was	 taken	 out	 of	 man.	 24	

 
2	See	Psalm	18:42	
3	See	Genesis	2:18 



Therefore	a	man	 shall	 leave	his	ta-father	and	ta-mother	and	be	
joined	to	his	wife,	and	they	shall	become	one	flesh.”	Genesis	2:23-24	
	
She	is	called	“eshaw”	(hva),	which	derives	from	the	word	“fire”	–	“esh”	
(va).	 The	 only	 difference	 is	 that	 the	woman	has	 a	 “hey”	 (h),	which	
refers	to	“breath”	or	“spirit.”	
	
Does	this	mean	that	the	woman	was	a	fire-breathing	dragon?	I’m	not	
going	to	go	there.	I	prefer	to	view	the	woman	as	a	“fire	spirit”,	which	
is	a	pattern	for	us	to	understand	“the	Holy	Spirit”	(Ruach	ha’Qodesh).		
	
That	 is	 actually	why	Yahushua	 repeatedly	 referred	 to	 the	 Spirit	 as	
“the	 Helper.”4	 	 This	 was	 not	 a	 new	 concept.	 It	 was	 specifically	
intended	to	make	us	think	of	 the	work	 in	the	Garden,	and	how	the	
woman	was	added	to	“help”	the	man.		
	
We’ve	got	work	to	do,	populating	the	Kingdom.	It’s	no	different	than	
with	the	man	and	the	woman,	except	for	the	fact	that	we	are	waiting	
to	move	back	into	paradise.	
	
The	Hebrew	word	 “eshaw”	 is	 sometimes	 used	 to	 describe	 a	 burnt	
offering.	 So,	 the	woman	 is	 intimately	 associated	with	 the	House	of	
Elohim	and	the	priestly	functions	within	the	House.	
	
And	that	provides	us	with	the	deeper	message	found	in	the	passage.	
When	the	man	and	the	woman	become	“one”	(dja)	flesh,	they	are	not	
actually	merging	into	one	individual	being.	Rather,	they	are	uniting	in	
purpose	that	results	in	populating	and	administering	the	Kingdom	of	
Elohim.	
	
As	 discussed	 last	 week,	 the	 man	 and	 the	 woman	 were	 uniquely	
fashioned	 for	a	special	purpose,	and	 they	were	placed	 in	a	 specific	
location,	prepared	by	hwhy.	

 
4	John	14:26,	15:26	and	16:7	



	
The	place	called	Eden	was	literally	paradise.	That	is	the	meaning	of	
Eden.	 It	 was	 a	 place	 where	 hwhy	 would	 visit	 and	 dwell.	 It	
represented	 the	 headquarters	 of	His	Kingdom,	 and	 some	 liken	 the	
Garden	to	His	actual	House,	or	Temple.	
	
Indeed,	 the	Hebrew	word	 “garden”	 is	 “gan”	 (Ng),	 and	 it	 refers	 to	 an	
enclosed	space.	But	it	was	not	like	any	other	garden.	It	was	a	set-apart	
space.	It	was	holy	ground.	
	
We	are	supposed	to	see	the	pattern	and	the	connections	with	later	
structures,	such	as	 the	Tabernacle	and	the	Temple.	As	a	result,	 the	
purpose	of	 the	man	 and	 the	woman	was	 to	 essentially	 function	 as	
priests	in	the	House.	
	
Adam	was	originally	told	“to	tend	and	keep	it.”	Genesis	2:15	
	
That	instruction	literally	translates	“to	serve	and	watch	over	it.”	
	
The	woman	was	taken	from	the	man,	and	they	became	a	team	from	
that	point	forward.	Isn’t	 it	a	 fantastic	feature	that	hwhy	cared	so	
much	about	His	creation	that	He	didn’t	want	him	to	be	lonely.		
	
hwhy	 could	 have	 created	man	 exclusively	 for	 Himself.	 He	 could	
have	commanded	the	man	just	to	serve	and	watch	and	wait	for	Him.	
Instead,	 He	 provided	 a	 perfect	 match.	 That	 should	 be	 a	 learning	
moment	for	us	all	when	it	comes	to	the	nature	of	hwhy	Elohim.	
	
I	 get	 tired	 of	 religion	 defining	 Him	 in	 abstract	 terms	 such	 as	
omnipotent,	omniscient	and	omnipresent	etc.	That	doesn’t	help	me	
know	hwhy	 any	 better,	 but	 considering	 the	 work	 of	 His	 Hands	
certainly	does.	
	



Contemplate,	 for	 a	moment,	 the	beauty	and	complexity	of	 creation	
and	all	 of	 the	amazing	 creatures,	 colors,	 tastes,	 sights,	 sounds,	 and	
smells.	 Consider	 just	 the	 fruits	 that	 he	provided	 in	 the	Garden.	He	
clearly	wants	to	give	us	pleasure	and	enjoyment	in	this	creation.	All	
He	asks	is	that	we	obey	Him.		
	
So,	 mankind	 was	 formed	 for	 a	 wonderful	 purpose	 that	 involved	
intimacy	between	the	man	and	the	woman,	as	well	as	with	Elohim.	
The	purpose	was	to	expand	the	Kingdom	and	to	literally	build	a	house	
and	fill	it	with	a	family.	
	
All	 of	 these	 patterns	 provide	 us	 with	 an	 archetypal	 identity	 that	
should	zero	in	on	mankind	functioning	as	priests	to	their	Creator	and	
children	to	their	Father.	
	
When	 we	 understand	 the	 purpose	 of	 mankind,	 it	 helps	 us	 better	
understand	 events	 such	 as	 the	 Covenant	 that	hwhy	 made	 with	
Abram	after	he	entered	into	the	Land	of	Canaan.	
	
Abram’s	covenant	walk	out	of	Mesopotamia	was	a	 journey	of	 faith,	
just	like	ours.	
	
It’s	not	as	though	he	received	an	instant	download	while	in	the	land	
of	Mesopotamia	and	knew	everything	about	Elohim	all	at	once.	It	was	
a	process	that	he	learned	along	the	way,	and	hwhy	used	things	that	
he	was	familiar	with	to	teach	him.	
	
For	instance,	one	of	the	most	mysterious	accounts	in	the	life	of	Abram	
was	 an	 event	 that	 occurred	 shortly	 after	 he	 entered	 the	 land	 of	
Canaan.	 It	was	 in	 response	 to	Abram’s	 question	 regarding	 how	he	
would	know	that	he	would	inherit	the	Land.	
	
Here	is	a	translation	of	the	event:	
	



“7	Then	He	said	to	him,	I	am	hwhy,	who	brought	you	out	of	Ur	of	the	
Chaldeans,	 to	 give	 you	 this	 land	 to	 inherit	 it.	 8	 And	 he	 said,	 Master	
hwhy,	how	shall	I	know	that	I	will	inherit	it?	9	So	He	said	to	him,	Bring	
Me	a	three-year-old	heifer,	a	three-year-old	female	goat,	a	three-year-
old	ram,	a	turtledove,	and	a	young	pigeon.”	10	Then	he	brought	all	these	
to	Him	and	cut	them	in	two,	down	the	middle,	and	placed	each	piece	
opposite	the	other;	but	he	did	not	cut	the	birds	in	two.	11	And	when	the	
vultures	came	down	on	the	carcasses,	Abram	drove	them	away.	12	Now	
just	as	the	sun	had	set,	a	deep	sleep	fell	upon	Abram;	and	behold,	horror	
and	 great	 darkness	 fell	 upon	 him.	 13	 Then	 He	 said	 to	 Abram:	 Know	
certainly	that	your	descendants	will	be	strangers	in	a	land	that	is	not	
theirs,	 and	 will	 serve	 them,	 and	 they	 will	 afflict	 them	 four	 hundred	
years.	14	And	also	the	nation	whom	they	serve	I	will	 judge;	afterward	
they	shall	come	out	with	great	possessions.	15	Now	as	for	you,	you	shall	
go	to	your	fathers	in	peace;	you	shall	be	buried	at	a	good	old	age.	16	But	
in	the	fourth	generation	they	shall	return	here,	for	the	iniquity	of	the	
Amorites	is	not	yet	complete.	17	And	it	came	to	pass,	when	the	sun	went	
down	and	it	was	dark,	that	behold,	there	appeared	a	smoking	oven	and	
a	burning	torch	that	passed	between	those	pieces.	18	On	the	same	day	
hwhy	made	a	covenant	with	Abram,	saying:	To	your	seed	I	have	given	
this	land,	from	the	river	of	Egypt	to	the	great	river,	the	River	Euphrates	
-	 19	 the	 Kenites,	 the	 Kenezzites,	 the	 Kadmonites,	 20	 the	 Hittites,	 the	
Perizzites,	 the	 Rephaim,	 21	 the	 Amorites,	 the	 Canaanites,	 the	
Girgashites,	and	the	Jebusites.”	Genesis	15:7-21	
	
While	growing	up,	I	never	quite	knew	what	to	make	of	this	event.	It	
seemed	so	strange.	
	
It	 should	 be	 noted	 that	hwhy	 specifically	 pointed	 out	 that	 He	
brought	 Abram	 out	 of	 Mesopotamia,	 in	 particular,	 Ur	 of	 the	
Chaldeans.	He	was	very	precise	for	a	reason.	He	was	reminding	him	
of	where	he	came	from,	and	now	things	would	be	different.	He	wasn’t	
the	 same	 as	 the	 gods	 of	 the	 Sumerians,	 and	 He	 was	 about	 to	
demonstrate	that	fact.	



	
As	a	side	note,	 the	Chaldeans	are	believed	to	have	descended	from	
Arphaxad,	a	son	of	Shem.	That	would	make	them	Semites,	or	rather	
Shemites.	That	is	the	same	region	as	modern	day	Iraq.		
	
It’s	interesting	how	white	Ashkenazi	European	Jews	have	laid	claim	
to	the	“Semite”	label	that	truly	belongs	to	people	from	the	Middle	East	
and/or	West	Asia	who	are	generally	darker-skinned.	That	is	part	of	
the	Israel	Dilemma	that	I	discuss	in	my	latest	book.	
	
Undoubtedly,	 Abram	 was	 a	 dark	 skinned	 fellow,	 as	 were	 all	 the	
patriarchs,	including	the	Promised	Son	Yahushua.	Thankfully,	neither	
skin	color	nor	genetics	is	a	litmus	test	for	the	people	from	the	Nations,	
chosen	to	join	the	Kingdom.	
	
And	this	is	something	that	we	can	discern	from	the	passage	since	the	
Mesopotamian	Abram	was	offered	 land	 in	Canaan,	 after	 the	native	
residents	received	their	due	punishment	for	profaning	the	Land.	
	
The	timing	of	the	event	involving	Abram	was	significant.	There	are	a	
variety	 of	 translations	 that	 lack	 the	 requisite	 specificity.	 The	
translation	 above,	 taken	 from	 Robert	 Alter’s	 “The	 Hebrew	 Bible”	
points	 to	 sunset.	 That	 should	 make	 us	 think	 of	 the	 timing	 of	 the	
Passover.	
	
I	wrote	an	article	regarding	the	Red	Heifer	where	I	talked	about	this	
event	 as	 it	 relates	 to	 the	 Covenant	 path.	 The	 fact	 that	 the	 type	 of	
animals	slaughtered	were	only	clean	animals	should	make	us	think	
about	the	Temple	Service.	
	
The	mention	of	unclean	birds	attempting	to	profane	the	slaughterings	
is	not	just	a	side	note.	It	was	Abram	who	had	to	not	only	prepare	the	
Covenant	sacrifices,	but	he	also	had	to	keep	watch	over	them	until	the	



appointed	time.	It	all	points	to	the	priestly	service	given	to	the	adam	
–	to	serve	and	to	watch.	
	
And	 then,	when	the	 time	of	 the	event	occurred,	when	hwhy	was	
going	to	show	Abram	the	proof	of	His	Promise,	he	was	put	into	a	“deep	
sleep,”	which	is	“tardemah”	(hmdrt)	in	Hebrew.	
	
There’s	that	word	again.	Obviously,	it	is	significant	because	it	is	the	
same	 word	 used	 when	 the	 adam	 was	 placed	 into	 a	 “deep	 sleep”	
(hmdrt)	and	the	woman	was	taken	from	his	side.		
	
So,	 we	 should	 be	 thinking	 about	 that	 during	 the	 Covenant	 event	
involving	Abram.	Could	this	have	anything	to	do	with	a	woman	–	“a	
fiery	spirit?”	It	seems	so,	when	we	consider	what	happened.	
	
In	the	midst	of	the	Covenant	slaughterings,	we	read	about	smoke	and	
fire.	
	
First,	consider	the	“smoking	oven.”	
	
Of	 course,	 in	 the	 Western	 mind,	 we’re	 imagining	 a	 large	 kitchen	
appliance	with	a	stove	on	top.	And	why	was	the	oven	smoking?	Was	
there	a	pizza	burning?	Did	someone	forget	the	timer?	
	
Well,	 that’s	 not	 what	 easterners	 would	 think	 of.	 They	 would	 be	
thinking	of	a	clay	hearth-like	vessel	that	would	contain	fire	and	coals.	
Often,	you	would	place	the	flatbread	on	the	outside.	So,	our	concepts	
of	ovens	are	very	different.	
	
Sumerian	scholar	Dr.	Mark	Chavalas	makes	the	connection	that	the	
“smoking	 oven”	 is	 not	 a	 fixed	 appliance,	 but	 rather	 something	
portable,	which	places	it	in	the	category	of	a	censor.		
	



Now,	 instead	 of	 cooking	 or	 burning	 something	 in	 the	 kitchen,	 our	
attention	 is	 directed	 more	 to	 a	 religious	 ceremony.	 That	 would	
explain	 why	 there	 was	 smoke,	 because	 censors	 are	 used	 to	 burn	
incense.	Priests	typically	would	all	have	a	censor.	It	was	a	“tool	of	the	
trade,”	so	to	speak.	
	
Once	you	recognize	that	the	two	items	are	a	torch	and	a	censor,	that	
immediately	 connects	 to	 the	 Mesopotamian	 cleansing	 and	 purity	
rituals	involving	a	torch	and	a	censor.		
	
According	 to	 Dr.	 Chavalas,	 there	 are	 hundreds	 of	 instances	 in	
Mesopotamian	 mythology	 involving	 a	 flaming	 torch	 and	 a	 censor,	
including	two	deities	-	Girru	and	Kusu.	
	
The	 two	 items	would	 represent	 the	 presence	 of	 these	 two	 deities.	
Girru	is	the	Mesopotamian	god	of	fire,	with	the	symbol	of	a	torch.		
	
Kusu	was	a	Mesopotamian	goddess	of	purification	and	played	a	major	
role	in	the	hymn	to	the	moon	god	of	Ur.		By	no	coincidence,	the	patron	
god	of	the	ancient	Mesopotamian	city-state	of	Ur	was	Nanna,	the	god	
of	the	moon.		
	
And	 remember	 that	Ur	was	 the	 hometown	of	Abram,	 so	 he	would	
have	been	intimately	familiar	with	these	gods	and	their	rituals.	
	
Well,	we’re	not	in	Kansas	anymore,	or	Ur	for	that	matter.	Abram	was	
in	Canaan	and	in	the	vicinity	of	moon	worship.	
	
It’s	 interesting	 that	hwhy	 brought	 a	 man	 out	 of	 a	 city	 of	 moon	
worship	 and	 ultimately	 brought	 his	 seed	 to	 the	 center	 of	 moon	
worship	 in	 Canaan,	 namely	 Yericho,	 where	 they	 first	 started	 to	
cleanse	the	Land.	Yerech	was	the	name	of	the	Canaanite	moon	god.	
	



Well,	just	as	hwhy	ignored	the	Mesopotamian	deities	of	Shamash	
(sun)	 and	 Nanna	 (moon)	 at	 creation,	 He	 ignored	 Girru	 and	 Cusu	
during	the	Covenant	ceremony	involving	Abram.	
	
Typically,	 a	 person	 would	 carry	 the	 torch	 and	 the	 censor,	
representing	 the	deities,	but	Abram	was	 incapacitated.	He	couldn’t	
carry	anything.	All	he	could	do	was	watch	in	a	trance-like	state.	And	
that’s	the	sign	that	Abram	is	given.		
	
While	 he	 needed	 to	 obey	 and	 make	 all	 the	 preparations	 for	 this	
Covenant	ceremony	with	the	Creator	of	the	universe,	he	was	frozen,	
helpless,	and	unable	to	participate	in	the	process	of	walking	through	
the	blood,	which	is	what	actually	 imposed	the	penalty	for	breaking	
the	Covenant.	
	
This	is	remarkable	and	completely	unlike	any	Babylonian	ceremony	
that	 he	 had	 ever	 seen.	 They	 required	 men	 to	 carry	 the	
representations	of	 the	gods,	 just	as	 they	needed	men	 to	 create	 the	
images	of	their	gods.	
	
Here,	the	man	was	on	the	sidelines	observing	,while	hwhy	revealed	
that	He	was	Elohim.	And	don’t	forget	the	context	of	this	event	in	time.	
Abram	 had	 just	 broken	 bread	 with	 Melchizedek	 in	 the	 previous	
passage.	
	
That	 was	 a	 pattern	 because	 we	 then	 see	 a	 mysterious	 priest	 of	
hwhy	 carrying	 the	 torch	 and	 the	 censor	 and	 establishing	 the	
Covenant	 with	 Abram.	 That	 same	 Priest	 Who	 passed	 through	 the	
cuttings	took	on	the	penalty	for	either	party	breaking	the	Covenant.	
	
We	understand	that	the	torch	and	the	censor	were	carried	through	
the	cuttings	by	Yahushua,	our	High	Priest	in	the	order	of	Melchizedek.	
	



Yahushua	was	 performing	 the	 Priestly	 function	 of	 establishing	 the	
Covenant	 that	 would	 result	 in	 a	 people	 (ma)	 for	 the	 Son	 (rb)	
through	a	Covenant	(tyrb)	of	fire	(va).	He	was	Elohim,	not	the	
representations	of	the	torch	and	the	censor.	
	
We	 see	 that	message	 presented	 through	 the	 very	 name	 of	 Abram	
(mrba).	 Can	 you	 see	 the	 “people”	 (ma)	 surrounding	 the	 “son”	
(rb)	in	the	same	fashion	that	the	“people”	(ma)	were	surrounding	
the	“door”	(d)	in	the	name	Adam	(mda).	
	
Of	course,	 this	points	 to	 the	“door”	(d)	being	 the	“son”	(rb).	We	
clearly	 see	 the	 connection	 by	 remembering	 the	 patterns	 of	 the	
Covenant,	 and	 Yahushua	 specifically	 confirmed	 that	 connection	 by	
referring	to	Himself	as	“the	Door.”5		
	
And	when	you	combine	 the	 two,	you	get	 the	Hebrew	word	 “d’bar”	
(rbd),	which	literally	means:	“word.”	
	
We	know	 that	 the	Word	 (rbd)	was	 in	 the	beginning	as	was	 the	
message	 of	 the	 “Covenant”	 (tyrb)	 of	 “fire”	 (va)	 –	 Beresheet	
(tyvarb).	
	
The	Hebrew	word	for	“covenant”	is	“brit”	(tyrb),	and	it	literally	
means	“cutting”	
	
So,	we	have	the	“cutting	of	the	Covenant”	(tyrb)	surrounding	fire	
–	“esh”	(va).		
	
What	we	see	in	this	Covenant	event	involving	Abram	was	an	actual	
physical	fulfillment	of	the	message	contained	in	the	first	word	of	the	
Torah	–	Beresheet.	
	

 
5	John	10:7-9	



This	 is	how	 the	House	 for	 the	Son	would	be	established	 through	a	
covenant	of	fire.	
	
As	 I	mentioned	 last	week,	 it	helps	when	we	understand	 that	 these	
Scriptural	 accounts	 were	 written	 to	 ancient	 people	 with	 a	 more	
ancient	understanding.	
	
For	Westerners,	this	event	is	extremely	mysterious,	but	to	an	Eastern	
Mesopotamian,	 this	 was	 something	 quite	 common,	 especially	 to	
Abram,	who	was	from	Ur.	
	
He	got	the	message.	The	Land	grant	required	a	purification	process	
that	would	ultimately	be	performed	by	a	High	Priest	in	the	Order	of	
Melchizedek.	
	
And	of	course,	as	we	just	saw,	this	pattern	was	established	for	the	Son	
from	the	beginning,	and	the	house	that	would	be	established	with	his	
woman,	his	“eshah”	(hva).		
	
Abram	and	Saria	would	later	receive	name	changes	by	each	having	a	
“hey”	(h)	added	to	their	names.	That	represented	the	new	spirit	that	
was	required	through	the	Covenant	and	hearkens	back	to	the	“hey”	
(h)	 added	 to	 the	 “man”	 (vya),	 that	 would	 result	 in	 “woman”	
(hva).	
	
Abraham	would	thereafter	receive	a	cutting	in	his	flesh,	and	this	time,	
he	would	not	be	in	a	deep	sleep,	although	I’ll	bet	he	wished	that	he	
was.		
	
That	Covenant	event,	known	as	the	Covenant	of	Circumcision,	would	
lead	 to	 the	 fulfillment	 of	 the	 promise	 of	 a	 son.	 The	 son	 was	 the	
promised	 “seed”	 of	 Abraham	 that	 would	 carry	 on	 the	 Covenant	
fulfillment	as	a	servant	of	hwhy	Elohim,	and	then	pass	it	along	to	
his	seed.	



	
These	are	all	priestly	events	involved	in	the	Covenant,	because	this	is	
all	about	filling	the	House	with	a	priestly	family.	
	
As	we	await	 further	 fulfillment	of	 the	Covenant	Promise,	our	 focus	
should	remain	on	the	Promised	Son.	Remember,	it	was	the	firstborn	
son	 who	 acted	 as	 the	 family’s	 priest.	 That	 is	 the	 Melchizedek	
priesthood	that	began	with	the	adam.	
	
In	Egypt,	 it	was	 the	Melchizedek	 firstborn	priests	who	slaughtered	
the	Passover	lambs	for	each	house.	
	
The	Levitical	system	was	artificially	created	after	the	sin	of	the	golden	
calf.	The	people	wanted	to	make	gods	like	a	bunch	of	Egyptians	and	
Mesopotamians,	so	hwhy	established	a	priestly	caste	to	mediate	for	
an	idolatrous	people.	
	
However,	we	must	remember	the	original	intent	of	Elohim.	We	need	
to	be	breaking	bread	with	our	High	Priest	according	to	the	Order	of	
Melchizedek,	and	we	need	to	be	tithing	to	Him.	That	is	the	example	
provided	by	our	Mesopotamian	predecessor	who	separated	from	his	
pagan	past.	
	
That	points	us	directly	 to	 the	approaching	Appointed	Time	of	Yom	
Teruah,	which	is	a	“memorial	day.”	
	
What	are	we	remembering?	
	
For	starters,	everything	that	we	just	reviewed.	And	we	actually	have	
written	texts	that	recorded	the	fulfillment	of	those	patterns.	
	
Remember	 that	 those	 texts	 tell	 us	 about	 a	 “great	 sign”	 using	 the	
unnamed	lights	in	the	heavens,	not	the	Mesopotamian	deities.	
	



“1	Now	a	great	sign	appeared	in	heaven:	a	woman	clothed	with	the	sun,	
with	the	moon	under	her	feet,	and	on	her	head	a	garland	of	twelve	stars.	
2	Then	being	with	child,	she	cried	out	in	labor	and	in	pain	to	give	birth.”	
Revelation	12:1-2	
	
We	know	that	this	great	sign	occurred	on	September	11,	3	BCE,	after	
the	sun	set	over	Jerusalem.	It	was	Yom	Teruah,	and	it	coincided	with	
the	birth	of	Yahushua	the	Messiah.	
	
That	was	when	the	Word	became	flesh,	and	the	Promised	Son	came	
to	shepherd	a	people	through	the	door	that	leads	to	the	House,	
	
On	 that	day,	 the	 Son	breathed	His	 first	 breath,	 and	He	pitched	His	
tabernacle	 with	 men.	 He	 was	 later	 hanged	 on	 an	 execution	 stake	
outside	 the	gates	of	 Jerusalem,	 likely	near	 the	altar	where	 the	Red	
Heifer	was	traditionally	killed.	
	
He	 breathed	 His	 last	 breath	 on	 that	 stake	 and	 died,	 fulfilling	 the	
pattern	 of	 “tardemah”	 as	 He	 also	 fulfilled	 the	 patterns	 of	 the	
Covenant.	
	
While	He	hung	there	dead,	we	read	that	“one	of	the	soldiers	pierced	
His	side	with	a	spear,	and	immediately	blood	and	water	came	out.”	John	
19:34	
	
Those	are	the	necessary	elements	to	cleanse	and	purify	His	woman	–	
His	Bride.	
	
But	it	didn’t	end	there.	Three	days	later,	He	rose	from	the	grave.	He	
lives	now,	and	He	is	prepared	to	offer	cleansing	and	life	to	the	Nations	
that	were	created	and	divided	after	the	rebellion	in	Mesopotamia	at	
Babel.	
	



Now	that’s	something	to	remember	and	that’s	a	reason	for	a	Day	of	
Blasting,	which	is	the	meaning	of	Yom	Teruah.	
	
As	we	approach	Yom	Teruah	in	just	over	a	week,	it	is	clear	that	only	
those	who	follow	Yahushua	will	fully	understand	and	appreciate	the	
significance	of	the	Appointed	Time.		
	
What	 an	 honor	 we	 have	 to	 rehearse	 and	 celebrate	 with	 full	
knowledge	of	the	Covenant	Promise.	
	
This	demonstrates	 the	 importance	of	 remembering	 the	patterns	of	
the	past!	
	
Berakhot	
	
Todd	
www.shemayisrael.net	
	
	
	

Donations	
	
I	want	to	thank	everyone	who	has	donated	in	the	past,	and	especially	
those	 who	 send	 in	 funds	 regularly.	 It	 is	 a	 really	 big	 help	 to	 keep	
everything	 going.	We	 spend	 funds	 on	 various	 charity	 projects	 and	
regularly	print	and	mail	books	to	prisoners,	among	other	things.	
	
Right	now,	our	brethren	in	Uganda	are	asking	for	funds	to	help	them	
celebrate	Sukkot	and	Brother	Julius	in	Uganda	needs	some	assistance.	
	
It	takes	money	to	keep	everything	going	and	I	spend	a	lot	of	time	on	
these	free	newsletters	that	I	believe	are	a	valuable	resource	for	many	
individuals.	Not	only	do	people	subscribe,	but	they	also	forward	them	
to	their	 friends	and	family.	Brother	Bruce	even	distributes	them	to	



many	 prisoners	 each	 week	 through	 the	 prison	 email	 system.	 So	 I	
believe	that	it	is	a	valuable	endeavor.	
	
I	 hope	 that	people	have	 come	 to	 trust	me	as	a	person	who	 is	only	
focused	 on	 getting	 the	 truth	 out.	 I’m	 not	 interested	 in	 marketing,	
monetizing,	or	self-promotion.		
	
I	 recently	 found	a	new	and	simple	way	 for	people	 to	donate	called	
“Buymeacoffee.”	If	you	find	value	in	these	messages,	maybe	consider	
Buying	me	a	coffee	:)		
	
Some	people	used	it	last	week	and	it	seems	like	a	nice	tool.	Again,	my	
thanks	to	everyone	who	help	out.	
	
The	link	is	https://buymeacoffee.com/shemayisrael	
	

	
	

	
	

	
EGYPT	TO	SINAI	TO	JORDAN	TOUR	

	
We	 have	 people	 signing	 up	 for	 the	 Passover	 tour,	 and	 I	 am	 in	 the	
process	of	preparing	the	materials	that	are	meant	to	not	only	tell	the	
story	but	also	examine	 the	patterns	and	 lessons	 that	are	built	 into	
these	Appointed	Times	on	the	correct	calendar.	
	
Here	is	a	map	showing	the	sites	we	intend	to	visit:	



	

	
	
As	stated	before,	I’m	not	aware	of	anyone	ever	having	done	a	trip	like	
this,	at	the	Scriptural	Appointed	Times,	and	it	is	sure	to	be	an	amazing	
opportunity.	We	will	hold	a	Passover	seder	in	Goshen	on	the	Creator’s	
calendar	and	then	move	on	to	Mount	Sinai	in	Arabia	and	ultimately	
conclude	 at	 the	 Jordan	 River	 in	 the	 Plains	 of	 Moab.	 It	 is	 a	 literal	
rehearsal	of	the	Appointed	Times,	and	I	am	very	excited	to	invite	you	
along	on	this	trip.	I	believe	it	will	be	a	life-changing	experience.	
		
We	 will	 be	 packing	 it	 full	 of	 incredible	 sights	 and	 archaeological	
locations	with	a	really	top-notch	travel	company	and	fantastic	guides.	
If	you	would	like	to	find	out	more	information	or	sign	up	for	the	trip,	
you	can	do	so	on	the	Living	Passages	website.		
	
I	 hope	 you	 can	 join	 us	 for	 the	 trip	 of	 a	 lifetime,	 which	 is	 a	
remembrance	and	a	rehearsal	of	our	Covenant	Journey.	
	

	
	
	
	



Shema	Yisrael	(Hear	O	Yisrael)	are	the	words	that	Yahushua	spoke	
when	asked	what	was	the	First	Command.	
	

“The	first	of	all	the	Commandments	is:	‘Hear,	O	Yisrael,	
hwhy	our	Elohim,	hwhy	is	one.’”	

Mark	12:29	
	

“He	who	has	ears	to	hear,	let	him	hear!”	
Matthew	11:15	

	
	
	
If	this	message	was	forwarded	to	you	from	a	third	party,	you	can	
sign	up	for	this	free	weekly	message	by	scanning	the	code	below	and	
entering	your	email	address.	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


